List of Most Common Cal/OSHA Inspection Items
We find that OSHA safety inspections usually result in many of the same violations and citations.  Some items are either unknown to the employer or the item is easy to find in the plant.

Safety Program Documentation and Training

· Effective Injury and Illness Prevention Program 

· Written 
· Known by employees
· Hazard Communication Program 
·  Material safety data sheets immediately available to employees
· All chemicals labeled and stored properly

· Respiratory Protection Program
· fit testing, 

· medical clearance, 

· cleaning and 

· training

· Lockout/Tag Out
· Clear and complete access to electrical panels, disconnects and shut offs
· Guarding of openings of an electrical box, including knockout holes on any side of the box

· Face plates and cover plates on all electrical plugs and switch boxes

· Marking of breakers and disconnect switches to indicate what they control

· Maintaining clear access around any electrical panel or disconnect switch

· Employees accessing equipment or machinery during set up, jam clearing or maintenance and properly locking out the equipment (not just the “stop” button)
· First Aid and Bloodborne Pathogens

· First aid supplies adequate, readily available and signed off by a physician

· Blood borne Pathogen protection gloves and mouth to mouth face shield in first aid kit

· Personal Protective Equipment
· Safety glasses worn when eye hazards exist

· Gloves worn when arm/hand/finger hazards exist

· Aprons or other body protective equipment worn when hazards to the body exist

· Boots, Safety Shoes and other Footwear Appropriate to the job to protect feet

· Other protective equipment as is required, i.e. welders

· Hearing Conservation 
· Program in place for constant noise

· Ear plugs worn in noisy areas 

· Recordkeeping

· OSHA 300 log current

· OSHA Annual Summary posted from February 1 to April 30

· OSHA poster and information about Access to Medical Records available to all employees

Physical Hazards

Facilities

· Mezzanine storage (area above another work area) load capacity marked

· Securing of all compressed gas cylinders

· Separation of oxygen and fuel gas cylinders by at least 20 feet

· Elevated locations (over 4 feet) protected by guardrail, with top and mid rail at proper height

Extension Cords

· Proper use of flexible electrical cords (extension cords) – 

· they cannot run through walls or floors, 

· be secured to the building or structure, 

· have multiple cords plugged into each other (to extend the length) or 

· be used in any way as “permanent” wiring

Means of Egress

· Emergency exits and doors clear and fully accessible

· Exit signs on all exit pathways and ‘not an exit’ on doors that might be confused as exits

Equipment

Tools, Machinery and Equipment

· Ladders in proper condition, secured properly and inspected before each use

· Guards in place on all equipment hazards – blades, rams, nip points on rollers, etc.

· All equipment interlock switches intact and not overridden

· Table saw guard, kickback teeth and spreader in place

· All machine and equipment buttons and controls clearly marked

· Radial arm saw automatic return and no travel beyond edge of table

· Guards in place on both sides of all belts and pulleys and chains and sprockets to protect the nip point

· Tool rest 1/8 inch and tongue guard ¼ inch adjusted and arbor end guarded on all grinders

· Equipment secured from displacement or ‘walking’ when in operation

 Air Compressor

· Permit for air compressor

· “Caution this machine starts automatically” sign at an air compressor

Material Handling Equipment

· Forklift operators properly trained and certified (includes motorized pallet jacks)
· Forklift daily inspections completed

· Forklift rules posted in the workplace

· Identification plate of forklift legible

· Lifting capacity clearly marked on forklifts

· Hoisting capacity shown on all cranes or hoists

· Safety latch on hooks of all hoisting equipment

Safety Equipment 

Fire Extinguishers

· Clear and complete access to fire extinguishers (nothing on the floor immediately around it)

· Monthly visual inspection of fire extinguishers and signed off

Eyewash Stations

· Emergency eyewash within 100 feet of any corrosive eye hazard

· Monthly inspection of eyewash stations to assure they function
This list provides many of the more common and easy to fix items that can save tens of thousands of dollars if an OSHA inspection occurs.

